Processing of orally absorbed immunogen.
The absorption of immunogen from the adult mouse intestine was demonstrated. This was shown indirectly by the ability of oral doses of a bacterial antigen to prime an animal for an anamnestic, systemic response, and directly by the ability of absorbed material from the plasma in vivo or everted gut sacs in vitro to prime normal mice when injected intravenously. In all cases, the resultant, systemic response in the recipient animals was qualitatively different (presumably due to IgA production) from that obtained in mice primed intravenously with the native antigen.